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Traditional Venezuelan Harpist Angel Tolosa Tours the Region
 September 15-19, 2017

Venezuelan harpist Angel Tolosa brings his exciting traditional folk harp music to our region during the
month of September, 2017. His tour starts in Virginia, in Winchester (September 15) and Front Royal 
(September 16). He will then travel to West Virginia, to appear in Shepherdstown, Morgantown, and 
Elkins September 17-19.

His public appearances:
• 9/15, Friday, 6:30-8:30 PM, Taqueria Guadalajara, 1181 Front Royal Pike, Winchester, VA 

22602
• 9/16, Saturday, 6:30-8:30 PM, Thunwa Thai Restaurant, 10 S Commerce Ave, Front Royal, VA
• 9/17, Sunday, 3:00 PM The Station at Shepherdstown, Audrey Eagle Dr, Shepherdstown, WV
• 9/18, Monday, noon to 3 PM, Maria's Taqueria, 108 E German St, Shepherdstown, WV
• 9/18, Monday, 7:00 PM, Morgantown Church of the Brethren, 464 Virginia, Morgantown, WV
• 9/19, Tuesday, 7 PM, Randolph County Community Arts Center,  2 Park Street, Elkins, WV  

26241. Admission $5, door opens at 6:30 PM

In addition to public appearances,
• On Saturday, 9/16, 1:30-3:30 PM, he will present a workshop for harpists and other musicians 

in Front Royal (register with John Kovac by phone 540-635-2534);
• On Monday, 9/18, 9:00-11:00 AM, he will visit students at Martinsburg South Middle School. 

The harp came to the new world with the Spanish conquest in the 16th century. This musical tradition 
took root in many places, and developed many regional styles, especially in Venezuela, Paraguay and 
Mexico. The Venezuelan tradition is called joropo, with its own distinctive styles, techniques and 
repertoire. It stands out from other Latin styles as well as from the more familiar European folk and 
classical harp traditions. 

Angel Tolosa is a world-class performer and teacher of the arpa llanera, the traditional "harp of the 
plains" of Venezuela. He has performed widely in Europe and America, with his brother Jose Luis, and 
also with his group, A Contratiempo, which blends Venezuelan traditional music and modern jazz.

More about this tour, the musician and the music can be found online at
harpingforharmony.org/angeltourss, and at his website, angeltolosa.com.

The range of joropo musical forms is wide:

Tonada (to NAH da) is gentle, melodic, soothing, derived in part from the unaccompanied 
crooning or lullaby that goes with milking cows on the cattle ranches of the plains.

Pasaje (pa SAH hay) is essentially song and story. It celebrates joy, sorrow, love, nature, work, 
loss, jealousy, pride, etc... Whether sung or performed as an instrumental, the titles and lyrics 
are poetry.
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Joropo, the dance form that gives a name to the entire tradition, is fast and strongly rhythmic, 
reminiscent of Appalachian "clogging." The male partner's step is called zapateado (stomping), 
while the woman's is escobillado (sweeping). When sung, the lyrics tend to be assertive, 
humorous and boastful.
 

The purpose of this tour is to present a Latin musical tradition to new audiences. This is not the first 
such tour organized by John Lozier, whose life since retiring from West Virginia University (WVU) 
Extension has been dedicated to substitute teaching and to broader cultural and Spanish language 
education. A longtime West Virginian, Lozier took up the harp after a visit to Venezuela in 1991 with a 
group of agricultural scientists. Since then he has traveled many times to Venezuela and elsewhere for 
instruction in traditional Latin harp style, technique and repertoire.
 
Unless otherwise noted, admission is free to the public, with "donations suggested." The tour is a 
funded by donations and sale of CD's, and by Harping for Harmony Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization formed in 1995 "to promote harmony and community, locally and globally, through harp 
music." Donations can be made online at harpingforharmony.org, or by mail to 345 Virginia Avenue, 
Morgantown, WV 26505. Lozier can be reached by phone at 304 276 5141.

Angel Tolosa is an elegant performer on the world concert stage, but also rooted in the joropo traditions
of the cattle ranches of the Orinoco plains. 

In Latin America, the harpist is usually a man, although participation of women has been increasing. 
Those who witness the performance of Angel Tolosa will lose the stereotypical image of a tiny woman 
seated behind a giant golden harp, or that of a wandering minstrel in Ireland or Scotland. 

More:
John Lozier, 304 276 5141
jl@harpingforharmony.org
345 Virginia Avenue
Morgantown, WV 26505
www.harpingforharmony.org
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